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New Homeowner Lock Security Checklist
Toronto Top Locksmith - GTA Homeowner Guide

Immediate priorities (day one)

1 Rekey all exterior door locks

A locksmith can rekey your front, back, and side doors in under an hour. Cost: 5 to 50 per door. This is almost always

cheaper than full lock replacement.

2 Change garage door access codes

Reset all remote codes and the keypad PIN. Factory default codes are widely known. Takes about 5 minutes per

opener.

3 Locate all spare keys

Ask your real estate agent for a full accounting of keys issued during showings. If you cannot confirm how many exist,

rekeying is the safest option.

4 Check patio and sliding doors

Insert a cut-down broomstick or security bar in the track. Add a secondary pin lock at the top of the door frame for

added security.

Within the first week

5 Assess deadbolt quality on all exterior doors

Look for ANSI/BHMA Grade 1 deadbolts. If your locks are Grade 2 or Grade 3 (or unrated), upgrading is worthwhile for

external-facing doors.

6 Evaluate smart lock options

Smart locks offer keypad and app-based access, removing the risk from physical keys entirely. Installation typically runs

00 to 50 including hardware.

7 Update any existing alarm system codes

Change PIN codes on alarm panels and notify your monitoring provider. Add or remove authorized contacts.

8 Inspect window locks on ground floor

Confirm all ground-floor and basement windows have working latches. Add keyed window stops or secondary locks if

needed.

Lock upgrade options

Rekeying: 5 to 50 per door - best when locks are in good condition.

Deadbolt replacement (Grade 1): 50 to 00 per lock installed.

Smart lock (keypad): 00 to 50 installed, including hardware.

High-security locks (Mul-T-Lock, Medeco): 50 to 00 installed.
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