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Entry Door Lock Selection Checklist

Toronto Homeowner Quick Reference for Deadbolts and Doorknob Locks, 2026

Before you buy

Confirm the door function: exterior or interior
Exterior entry doors need a deadbolt plus a matching doorknob lock. Interior doors usually only need a doorknob lock
with a privacy or passage function.

Measure the existing door prep (backset and bore)
Standard residential prep is a 2-1/8 inch bore at a 2-3/8 inch or 2-3/4 inch backset. Mismatched hardware will not fit
without door modification.

Decide single cylinder or double cylinder
Single cylinder is standard for Toronto homes and is required by some insurance policies. Double cylinder needs a key
on the inside as well, which can complicate fire egress.

Choose the right ANSI BHMA grade

Grade 1 is heavy commercial. Grade 2 is the practical residential standard for Toronto front doors. Grade 3 is
acceptable on interior doors only.

What to inspect on your current setup

Bolt throw length A proper deadbolt extends a full 1 inch into the strike plate

Strike plate screws Replace with 3-inch screws that anchor into the door framing studs
Doorknob latch type Should be a deadlatch with the small trigger pin, not a plain spring latch
Door material and condition A hollow-core door or a rotted frame undermines any lock you install on it

Questions to ask a Toronto locksmith

Is this hardware ANSI BHMA Grade 2 or better?

Grade 2 is the realistic residential standard for Toronto exterior doors. Anything lower is for interior use only.

Will the new deadbolt match the existing prep?

If the existing bore is non-standard or the strike plate is misaligned, you may need door or frame work.
What is the bolt throw, and will the strike plate be reinforced?

A 1 inch throw paired with 3 inch strike plate screws is the minimum for a real-world Toronto front door.

Do you carry insurance and a bonding certificate?

Always verify a Toronto locksmith is bonded and insured. Ontario does not license locksmiths, so insurance is the
homeowner's protection.

Will keys be rekeyable later, or is this a fixed cylinder?

Rekeyable cylinders let you change keys without buying new hardware if a tenant or housemate moves out.

Typical Toronto homeowner timeline

Measuring and selection 30 to 45 minutes at the hardware store or on the phone
Hardware delivery or pickup Same day for stock items, 3 to 7 days for special order
Installation by a locksmith 30 to 60 minutes per door for standard prep

Strike plate reinforcement Add 15 minutes per door for the longer screws

pcksmith Toronto Top serves homeowners across Toronto, Mississauga, Brampton, North York, and Scarboroug

General guidance only. For lock installation or rekeying, engage a licensed, bonded, insured locksmith.



